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Hello Dancers! And I can say that truthfully as many of you have been joining us as we returned to dancing in person in 

mid-October. Thank you to those of you who have come out regularly and brushed up their skills. Everyone is doing very 

well!  

I also know that many of our members are experiencing health problems that are currently keeping them off the dance 

floor. And others are just not ready for larger gatherings. Please know that we will welcome you back whenever you are 

able or ready. 

Please take a minute to read the important messages below and hopefully we will see some of you on December 16 or 

for the club information meeting on December 9. 

Art White 

As mentioned in the October newsletter, we are sorry to report that a long-time dancer with Meri Squares, Art White 

passed in October. His family is creating a memory book and would love for Meri Squares members to contribute with 

stories or anecdotes. They will be closing receipt of such contribution shortly. If you would like to commemorate Art in 

any way, please send your contributions to sharronandrick@gmail.com. 

Ontario Square and Round Dance Federation Merit Award Recipient – Barbara Englehart 

As I reported in an earlier newsletter, our very own Barbara Englehart has been recognized for her outstanding 

contribution to square dancing by the Ontario Federation. Plans are underway to present Barb with her award at our 

December 16 dance. I encourage all Meri Squares members to come out and congratulate Barb on her achievement. The 

presentation will take place at about 8 pm. 

December 9 Dance and Meeting 

On December 9, we will dance from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. All levels of dancers are welcome. At 9:00 we will break to hold a 

brief information meeting for all Meri Squares members. Your Executive has been looking ahead and wishes to make a 

proposal to the Club in terms of dancing when we return to “normal” and start recruiting. This will be an information 

meeting about Social Square Dancing (SSD) and no decision will be made. Please see more information below in SSD. 

Information packages will be sent to all members after the meeting, but the Executive felt an in-person introduction 

with a chance to answer questions would be a good way to start the discussion. Non-dancers are welcome to come for 

the meeting. 

December 16 – Dancing and Social Gathering 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

This will be a fun evening! We are encouraging all members, whether you are able to dance or not, to come out to this 

evening. Come for a half hour or the entire time. This is a chance to see fellow members, catch up and enjoin watching 

the dancing. 

Attendees are encouraged to wear Christmas square dance attire. We can’t have a dinner or even refreshments, but we 

can certainly enjoy each other’s company. 

At 8:00 p.m., we will recognize one of our own – Barb Englehart - for her receipt of the OSRDF Merit Award. Another 

reason to celebrate. Note that there will be no charge for non-dancers. Just come and say hi! 
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The Snowsuit Fund – Meri Squares Mitten Tree 

Each year, Meri Squares accepts donations from members of hats, mitts, scarves and cash for the Snowsuit Fund. Last 

year, even though we did not meet in person, Meri Squares members made a significant cash donation. 

This year, we will collect cash donations and donations of clothing at the dance on December 16. If you cannot attend 

and wish to make a cash donation, please contact our Treasurer, Gerry Lelievre at gerryl44@gmail.com. 

Social Square Dancing – A summary- For discussion on December 9 

Interest in square dancing has been waning for many years. Fewer and fewer people are choosing to try square dancing, 

and even those who do often do not finish the Basic teach program or stop coming after completing Basic. There are 

many reasons for this and no one program is likely to address all of them, but Social Square Dancing is one option that 

offers some promise of attracting and maybe keeping new dancers. 

What is Social Square Dancing (SSD)? 

SSD is a dance program designed to bring new dancers into the activity and keep them dancing. Its focus is the “social” 

side of dancing, to learn the moves quickly and to “just dance” with no push to move to another level.  

With the Basic program, dancers take 8 months to learn the moves and then when they come back the next season, they 

essentially have to start learning more moves to complete Mainstream. Currently, there is no club in our region that 

provides a means for dancers to just dance Basic, dancers have to reach Mainstream to “just dance”. 

SSD is a combination of Basic and Mainstream moves. It is normally taught over 12 to 14 weeks (e.g. September to 

December), therefore allowing for a second opportunity to recruit dancers in the normal dance season. 

Once dancers have completed the SSD program, the club would provide opportunities for them to just dance the 

program. There would be no push for them to move to Mainstream. If they enjoy SSD and eventually want to learn 

more, then they would be offered an opportunity to learn the remaining Basic and Mainstream moves and then dance 

Mainstream or move to Plus.  

SSD is considered a more “social” form of square dancing because the focus is more on the dancing aspect than on 

learning every move perfectly from several positions. It is the caller’s responsibility to make the evenings “fun” and 

ensure that time is spent just dancing what has been learned to date, not only on learning new moves. We all know the 

fun part of square dancing is the dancing! 

Why use SSD instead of Basic? 

Over the years, the number of new dancers has declined. In addition, new dancers often leave at Christmas break and 

don’t come back in January. Some of those reasons are they go south, they find it is taking too long to learn the moves, 

they don’t like going out at night in winter, etc. 

When they stop in December, they have not learned all the Basic moves. That means when they might come back, they 

have to start over. And if they go south, they have not learned enough to dance where they vacation. With SSD, the 

entire program is taught and completed between September and December. Dancers going to Florida, for example, can 

then dance SSD there and when they return in the spring, they can dance again here. With luck, they stay engaged with 

square dancing. 

Also, we know people will make a 12-week commitment, but many people are reluctant to make a 28-week 

commitment. A shorter program means we might attract more people. Let’s face it, we would sign up for a 12-week 

painting class to give it a try, but maybe not a 28-week one! 
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What it means for Meri Squares 

The Executive is proposing that Meri Squares move to SSD when we begin recruiting new members. We would no longer 

offer the Basic level but would use SSD instead. We would still retain Mainstream and Plus dance levels. But there would 

be scheduling changes for Mainstream and Plus. 

Historically, Meri Squares has danced Mainstream and taught Basic on Tuesday using two halls. Thursday has been the 

Plus night. Plus dancers have been able to attend on Tuesdays at no extra cost if they paid the single sessional fee (quite 

a bonus!). 

Given our current membership level, Meri Squares cannot financially continue to rent 3 halls. Regardless of whether we 

teach Basic or SSD, we would have to drop to two halls. Your Executive is proposing that for one year, we make one 

night an SSD night only and one night a combined Mainstream and Plus night. The Mainstream/Plus night would be 2.5 

hours (7:00 – 9:30). The first hour would be Mainstream and the remaining 1.5 hours would be Plus. This means that 

Mainstream dancers would see a reduction in their dance time on that night. BUT Mainstream dancers (and Plus) would 

be able to attend the SSD night (with could also be considered easy Mainstream) at no extra cost if they pay the 

sessional fee and thus get more time to dance while also encouraging new members. Plus dancers would be able to 

attend the full 2.5 hours on the Mainstream/Plus night (30 minutes more dance time on the same night). Of course, we 

would hope Plus dancers would also serve as angels for SSD. 

Bottom line 

 The shut down for COVID presents an opportunity. People will be looking for ways to get out and “get social”. SSD offers 

that opportunity because it is easy to access, offers fun and is active. The square dance community will not survive in 

strength by doing the same thing over and over again. Times have changed and people’s expectations have changed. 

SSD is proving very successful in communities in the US at present that are opening up. Meri Squares needs to look to 

the future and SSD offers a new possibility for that future. Trying SSD for one year will be no worse than continuing to 

offer Basic and could be much better. In 2020, we “graduated” 5 Basic dancers. Teaching them was a financial liability to 

the Club and only 2 of those dancers have indicated they might return. 

More information on SSD will be provided in a package to be mailed to all members. A full description and discussion 

can be found at https://www.callerlab.org/download/social-square-dance-faq/ 

We will have further discussions and opportunities to answer questions before any decision is made. Since COVID looks 

like it is sticking around, we will likely not be recruiting in January. We have time to make a considered decision on what 

direction Meri Squares goes. 

Your Executive looks forward to starting the conversation on December 9. See you there! 

Take care and feel free to contact any members of the Executive. 

Lamar Mason 
President 
613-221-9188 
 

 


